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Helping small businesses 
start, grow and succeed. 

Your Small Business Resource 

The Houston District Office 
staff attended the Ft. Bend 
SBDC Holiday Open House 
in Rosenberg.  Guests in-
cluded friends and clients of 
the SBDC, the Mayor of 
Rosenberg, & a representa-
tive from Congressman Pete 
Olson’s office.  Many former 
winners of the Houston Dis-
trict Small Business Week 
winners nominated by the Ft. 
Bend SBDC also joined in 
the festivities.      

Ft. Bend SBDC Holiday 
Open House 

4 

(L-R) Ft. Bend SBDC Director Joe Decker, 
Ft. Bend clients & Houston District SBW 
2011 Winners Frank Nunez & Rosalba Nun-
ez, & SBA Lender Relations Specialist 
Sonia Maldonado  

As a result of SBA’s “Apps for 
Entrepreneurs Challenge,” a com-
petition for tech-savvy developers 
to build new and useful web tools 
for small businesses, entrepre-
neurs can reach for their 
smartphone or tablet and search 
federal, state and local databases 
for vital information by using one 
of seven award-winning apps.  

 

These new mobile apps comple-
ment SBA’s mobile application 
created for iPhone in  partnership 
with Palo Alto Software.  Users 
can find  local SBA- affiliated 
advisers  and get free help  

with starting and growing their 
businesses on SBA’s mobile app.  
This app also features a built-in 
startup cost calculator to help es-
timate the costs associated with 
starting a business and  an SBA 
partner locator to help users find 
SBA offices, Small Business De-
velopment Centers, Women’s 
Business Centers and SCORE.  

 

The free SBA mobile app can be 
downloaded from the SBA’s 
website at sba.gov/content/sba-
mobile-app.  More information 
on the winners and their apps can 
be found at http://challenge.gov. 

 

New SBA Mobile Apps 
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WORKSHOPS & SEMINARS 

 
SBA Programs & Services Workshop (Free) 
Date:  January 19, 2012, February 1, 2012, March 7, 2012 
Time:  9:30am - 12:00pm English & 1:30pm - 4:00pm Spanish 
Place:  117 Lane Dr., Ste. 31, Rosenberg, TX 77471   
RSVP:  Christine Collins @ 281-499-9787 
Presenter: Sonia Maldonado, SBA Lender Relations Specialist 
 
Social Media Marketing Made Simple (Free) 
Date:  January 19, 2012 
Time:  10:00am -12:00pm 
Place:  Lesiure Learning Unlimited, 2990 Richmond Ave, 6th Floor (Room 13), Houston TX 77098 
RSVP:  www.scorehouston.org  
 
Entrepreneur Seminars (Free) 
Date:  January 31, 2012,  February 28, 2012, March 27, 2012 
Time:  9:00am - 3:00pm 
Place:  9320 Kirby Drive, Houston, TX 77054  
RSVP:  Norma Moreno, 713-393-4715 or morenon@gccsa.org 
Workshop will include SBA presentation @11:00am by Sonia Maldonado, Lender Relations  
Specialist 
 
Coastal Plains SBDC Workshop (Free) 
Date:  February 7, 2012 
Time:  5:30am - 8:00pm   
Place:  Wharton Civic  Center, 1944 N. Fulton, Wharton, TX 77488 
RSVP:  979-320-4085 
Starting or Expanding Your Business: Kyle Smith, Director UH/Coastal Plains SBDC  
SBA Financing For Your Business: Sonia Maldonado, SBA Lender Relations Specialist 
 
SBA Certification Program Workshop (Free) 
Date:   February 8, 2012 
Time:  9:00am - 12:00pm 
Place:  UH SBDC, 2302 Fannin St., #200  Houston, TX 77002 (Bank of America building) 
RSVP:  713-752-8488 or  www.sbdc.uh.edu 
Presenter:  Representative from SBA 8(a) Business Development Division 
 
 
 
For more events: 
Visit the Houston District Office events calendar at www.sba.gov/localresources/district/tx/hous 
Visit SCORE’s website at www.scorehouston.org 
Visit UH SBDC’s website at www.sbdc.uh.edu 
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District Director Gonzalez Delivers Keynote Speech at 
Wallis State Bank Open House 

bank’s new SBA department headed 
by Executive Vice President, Nasrul-
lah (Nasr) Khan.  Wallis State Bank 
was started in 1906 as a small commu-
nity bank and is now a nationwide 
lender that has generated over $70 
million in SBA loans.  District Direc-
tor Gonzalez extended congratulations 
to the bank’s new SBA team and of-
fered support from the Houston Dis-
trict Office.  DD Gonzalez also updat-
ed the audience on the SBA’s record 
FY2011 loan approval volume of 
$30.5 billion (61,689 loans) in lending 
to small businesses and start-ups.  The 
Houston District Office’s successful 
fiscal year ended with 1252 loan ap-
provals totaling over $600 million. 

Houston District Director Manuel 
Gonzalez delivered the keynote 
speech to a standing room only 
crowd of over 200 people at the 
Wallis State Bank Open House on 
November 16.  The Houston District 
Office came out to support the  

District Director Manuel Gonzalez 

HDO Welcomes Chinese 
Delegation 

District Director Manuel Gonzalez 
delivered a presentation on SBA’s 
programs and services to a visiting 
Chinese delegation  of 25 people 
from Ningbo, China. 

New Business Financed 
by SBA Loan  

RIYA Development dba Staybridge Inn & 
Suites, located at 910 Sam Houston Pkwy, 
Houston, TX, is a new 90 room hotel un-
der construction. Funding was provided by 
Members Choice Credit Union as a SBA 
7A loan.  Anticipated opening scheduled 
for the 4th quarter of 2012. (Picture courtesy 
of  Bruce Hurta, Members Choice Credit Union 
Business Lending Mgr.) 
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In The News    

Houston District Active Lenders—FYE2011 

Allegiance Bank Texas First National Bank (Eagle Lake) Patriot Bank (OK) 

Amegy Bank First National Bank (Hebbronville) Pearland State Bank 

American Business Lending First National Bank (Huntsville) People's United Bank (CT) 

Austin County State Bank First State Bank (Clute) Plains State Bank 

Bancfirst (OK) The First State Bank (Louise) Prosperity Bank 

Bancorpsouth Bank (MS) First State Bank (Mineral Wells) Regions Bank 

Bank & Trust - Bryan/College Station First Western SBLC Seacoast Commerce Bank (CA) 

Bank of America The Frost National Bank Southwest Securities  

Bank of Fort Bend Golden Bank Spirit of Texas Bank  

Bank of Houston Green Bank Square 1 Bank (NC) 

Bank of the West (Grapevine) Grow America Fund (NY) Sterling Bank 

BBVA Compass Hanmi Bank (CA) Suntrust Bank (GA) 

Borrego Springs Bank Heritage Bank (Pearland) Superior Financial Group 

Capital One (VA) Icon Bank of Texas Synergy Bank (McKinney) 

Celtic Bank (UT) Independence Bank (MT) Texas Citizens Bank (Pasadena) 

City Bank (Lubbock) Independence Bank Texas First Bank 

CIT Small Business Lending Independent Bank of Texas (Irving) Texas State Bank (Joaquin) 

Comerica Bank Integrity Bank ssb Tradition Bank 

Commercial Bank of Texas (Nacogdoches) JPMorgan Chase Bank Trustmark National Bank 

Community Bank of Texas (Beaumont) Live Oak Banking Co United Central Bank 

Community South Bank Magna Bank (TN) Vision One CU 

East West Bank Mainland Bank (Texas City) Vista Bank 

Enterprise Bank Members Choice CU Wallis State Bank 

Evolve Bank & Trust (AR) Memorial City Bank Wells Fargo Bank 

Farmers State Bank (Center) MetroBank  Westbound Bank 

Fidelity Bank (GA) MidSouth Bank (LA) Western Bank of Clovis (NM) 

First Citizens Bank & Trust (CO) Midwest Regional Bank (MO) West Town Savings Bank (IL) 

First Community Bank (Sugar Land) The Mint National Bank Whitney National Bank (LA) 

First Farmers Bank and Trust (IN) Mutual of Omaha Bank Wilshire State Bank 

First Financial Bank (AR) OmniBank Woodforest National Bank 

First International Bank Orange Savings Bank ssb World Trade Finance (CA) 

CDCs     

Accion Texas, Inc. Community CDC North Texas CDC 

Alliance Lending Corp. Greater East Texas CDC Southeast Texas CDC 

Capital CDC Houston-Galveston CDC Texas CDC 

(L-R)  WBC Director April Day, SBA Regional 
Administrator Yolanda Olivarez, SBDC Consultant 
Orlando Saldana, & SCORE member Beth Shapiro 
at the HAGGL Holiday Luncheon. 

Houston District Office Lead Business 
Development Specialist Cleveland 
Baker has retired from the SBA after 
serving 20+ years.  Happy Retirement 
Cleve. 
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